
What? My Cleaners are Toxic Waste?



Today I will discuss

HOW TO IDENTIFY DISPOSE 



Household hazardous waste is often 
abbreviated to HHW

The term is used to describe leftover 
household products that contain 

potentially hazardous ingredients and 
require special care for disposal.

Household products contain many of the 
same toxic chemicals used in industry, 

small businesses, and agriculture.  While 
consumer products often come in 

smaller sizes or contain lower 
concentrations of hazardous ingredients, 

the shelves of grocery and hardware 
stores contain a wide variety of 

hazardous products.



Household Hazardous Waste Include Items that are:
Flammable Liquids & Gasoline
Toxics
Pesticides
Fertilizers
Corrosives

How To Identify







The EPA estimates that 
each person in the U.S. 
produces an average of 4 
pounds per year of HHW



Disposal

Disposal is not the best option…..



Pouring HHW down the drain or putting then in 
your regular garbage can be harmful to the 

environment. 

Liquid HHW products enter our sewage systems and 
landfills contributing to toxic leachate harming 

aquatic species and human health.

Disposing of these products in the trash also proses 
a risk to garbage handlers.



Economic Issues 

Proper collection, storage, transportation, and disposal of HHW can be costly to 
generators and or local governments.

Disposal of HHW in municipal landfills may ultimately cause an increase to landfill 
budgets to offset costs for proper treatment of potential leachate toxicity.



What can YOU do to help?



Avoid buying 
more product 
than are 
necessary

• Try finding someone 
who can use the 
product or donating to 
local organization.

• Mail back programs



https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice

Safer Choice helps consumers, 
businesses, and purchasers find 
products that perform and 
contain ingredients that are safer 
for human health and the 
environment. Safer Choice is an 
EPA Pollution Prevention (P2) 
program, which includes practices 
that reduce, eliminate, or prevent 
pollution at its source, such as 
using safer ingredients in 
products.

https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice
https://www.epa.gov/p2


Additional 
Help

https://thermostat-recycle.org/where-to-
recycle/?zip=59824

To recycle non-thermostat mercury items, I 
recommend contacting Veolia Environmental Services 
to assist with additional mercury waste recycling 
services, such as thermometers and fluorescent lamps.

https://lamprecycling.veoliaes.com/home?pid=4084

https://thermostat-recycle.org/where-to-recycle/?zip=59824
https://lamprecycling.veoliaes.com/home?pid=4084


Thank you for 
your time 
and listening 
in.

Dusti Johnson
Montana DEQ
406-444-6499
dujohnson@mt.gov


